2006-07 ODHA/ODMHA/HOCKEY CANADA

OFFICIATING PROGRAM CERTIFICATION CLINICS
Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ’s)

REGISTRATION

 I took a clinic last year.  Why do I have to do it again?
Hockey Canada requires all officials to be certified each season. In doing so, Hockey Canada can provide insurance coverage to its participants in all sanctioned games.  Only certified and registered officials can participate in games sanctioned by Hockey Canada, the ODHA/ODMHA, and its member associations.

How do I register for a one-day clinic?

Check the website for the clinic in your area. You will need to register with the contact person for the clinic you wish to attend. Clinic planners need to know how many people will be attending to ensure enough materials and rulebooks are available. Some districts may cap the number of officials on their roster. Do not expect to go to the facility the day of the clinic and be accepted – please pre-register!
Do I have to attend the clinic that’s being held in my town or district?

No. You may attend any clinic held anywhere in the branch that best fits your schedule. If you do attend an out of district clinic, let your RIC know so they will be able to keep you on their active officials list.

What level should I register for?

If you are a brand new official, you need to first contact your district RIC to ensure they are accepting new officials. Your District RIC will inform you how to register for a new Level I clinic.  

Note: New officials who are over 17 years old will be able to obtain their Level II (providing they pass the exam with required mark) in their first year. They would still attend a NEW Level I clinic though as that clinic is geared for ALL new officials.

· Returning officials who are under 16 years old MUST register for a refresher Level 1 clinic.

· Returning officials who are over 16 years of age may register for the refresher clinic of the level they held in 2005-2006.  

I’m interested in attaining my Level 3. Can I become a new Level 3 official at the one-day clinics?

No. For 2005-2006, you CANNOT upgrade from a Level 2 to a Level 3 at the one-day clinic. You MUST attend a refresher Level II Clinic this fall.   Once the season starts, you will need to obtain a recommendation from your RIC, and you will be required to attend the Level 3 upgrade clinic during the 2006-2007 season .
I’m a level 3.  Can I upgrade to my Level 4 at the one-day clinic?

No. You must be invited to attend a Level 4 clinic. ODHAREFS.com will contain information on a Level IV-V clinic when it becomes available.  These are normally held every two to three seasons.
I attended the 2006 Referee School.  Do I also have to go to a one-day clinic?

No. Your fee for the Referee School included your certification for 2006-2007 
I am new to the ODHA/ODMHA and officiated previously in another Branch … What do I have to do to get started in the ODHA/ODMHA?
The first thing to do is to obtain a Hockey Canada Officials Interbranch Transfer Form.   You can download a copy from our website (www.odharefs.com).  Have your previous RIC complete the form, and forward or bring a copy of this Hockey Canada Transfer Form to your ODHA District RIC and also to your Clinic.

THE DAY OF THE CLINIC

When do the clinics start?

Registration for all full-day clinics will begin at 8:30am.  The clinics will begin promptly at 9:00am and run to approx. 5:00pm, with a ½ hour break for lunch.
I have a game at 3pm.  Can I leave early?

NO!  Hockey Canada mandates that in order to be certified, you must attend the full clinic, and you must obtain a passing grade on your exam.  It is YOUR responsibility to clear your schedule of conflicts.  Clinic dates are posted early enough so that you can plan your time accordingly.

How much do clinics cost?  How do I pay?

Clinic costs are posted at www.odharefs.com. You can pay by cash, cheques or money order (payable to ODHA Development) on the day of the clinic. 

What should I bring?

Bring the following items:

· Pens and pencils

· Some paper for taking notes, and for working out penalty situation questions on the exam

· Your rulebook.  ONLY NEW OFFICIALS WILL RECEIVE A RULEBOOK THIS SEASON.
· Your Hockey Canada Officiating Procedures Manual.

· Money for purchasing extra items - There will be an opportunity for officials to purchase additional/replacement rulebooks and crests.
Do I need to bring my on-ice gear?  Will there be an ice session?

When you register for the clinic, be sure to confirm if there will be an on-ice session. 
Will lunch be provided at these clinics?

No.  You will be responsible for bringing your own lunch.  Participants should bring a lunch as the ½ hour lunch break will not permit participants to leave the premises for a meal.
AFTER THE CLINIC

What do I do if I fail the test?

You will be allowed to rewrite your exam for a $25.00 fee at any subsequent clinic. You will need to obtain a rewrite form from the instructor at the clinic where you failed the test. You can then make arrangements at a later clinic to simply show up to write the test.
 How do I get started Officiating

First you must ensure to contact your District and/or Association Referee-In-Chief. Check the website (www.odharefs.com) for a Contact list with all ODMHA RIC’s contact information.
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